
 

By: Marcelle Mariani 

Original Story Written By: 
Marcus Pfister (1992) 



Hello, 

This resource is a sample extract from my MEGA SEA LIFE PACK which contains 4 
weeks of  step by step lesson plans, visuals, printables and art activities to facilitate 
a sea life-under the sea teaching unit.  If  you are teaching about sea life, you might 
want to take a look at the complete 4 week unit.I hope you enjoy this freebie.  
Feedback is greatly appreciated :) 
Best regards, Marcelle 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sea-Life-Literacy-Science-Math-

Lesson-plans-Centers-Worksheets-CCSS-1235680 



The Rainbow Fish 

The images used in this package are my own clipart images and can be obtained in my shop 

This is a pictorial adaptation of the original story written by Marcus Pfister for the purpose of providing 
pictorial images that can be used with young children  for sequencing the events  and re-telling the story.   
It was created as a compliment to the original book and to use these WITH THE BOOK as a follow up 
activity. Originally created for Junior Kindergarten. 



Deep in blue sea there lived a fish.  The fish was the most beautiful fish 
in the entire sea.  His scales were made of many shades of green, blue 
and purple and between them were sparkling silver scales. He was so 
beautiful that other fish in the sea called him “Rainbow Fish”. 
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The other fish would call to him to play with them but Rainbow Fish was 
too proud and did not respond. He would just swim right passed them. 
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One day, a blue little fish followed Rainbow Fish and asked “Please give 
me one of your shiny scales, you have so many”.  Rainbow fish turned and 
said “You want one of my shiny scales? Who do you think you are! Go 
away!” 

 

 

 

3 



The little blue fish went to tell all his friends what happened.  From that 
day, no one wanted to talk to Rainbow Fish.   
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Rainbow fish was troubled and lonely. One day, he spoke with a star fish.  “I 
am very beautiful! Why doesn’t anybody like me?”. The starfish told  
rainbow fish to go visit the wise octopus who lives in a cave past the coral 
reef.  “Maybe she can help you”, said the starfish. 
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Rainbow fish swam on in search of the wise octopus.  He found the cave 
and the Octopus. The octopus told Rainbow Fish to give one shimmering 
scale to each of the other fish.  “You will no longer be the most beautiful 
fish in the sea, but you will be happy” said the octopus.  “Give my scales?” 
No! I can’t “ Said Rainbow Fish but the octopus already disappeared back 
into the cave. 

NO! I Can’t! 

Give one shimmering 

scale to each of the oth-

er fish.  You will not be 

the most beautiful fish 

anymore but you will be 
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Rainbow Fish felt something.  He turned and saw the little blue fish again.   
The blue fish again asked Rainbow Fish for one of his shiny scales. This 
time, Rainbow Fish gave into the little fish’s requests and gave him a small 
shimmering scale.  The little blue fish was very happy.  He swam happily in 
the sea with his new shinning scale. Rainbow Fish felt an odd feeling. 
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Not too long afterwards, after seeing the scale that the little blue fish had, other fish came to Rainbow 

Fish asking for a scale too.   
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Rainbow fish shared his scales with the other fish.  He gave each fish one 
scale. 
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Now Rainbow Fish had just ONE scale left but he was very happy because 
he felt at home with the other fish who were now his 
friends. 
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Hello  

Rainbow Fish 

Hello  
Rainbow 

Fish 

  

 

I want a 
scale too 

 
I want a 

scale too 

 

Come and 
Play 

 

Let’s Play 

 

You want 
one of my 

scales! 

 

Please give 
me one scale 

Copy on blue paper for colored bubbles 



Me too 
please 

Me too 

please   

 I can’t help you.  

Maybe the Wise 

Octopus can. 

 

NO! I can’t 
give my 
scales 

 

I’m sad! 

 

I’m coming to 
play 

 

Give one 
scale to 
each fish 

Copy on blue paper for colored bubbles 



I feel all 
alone 

Rainbow Fish 
was not nice   

 

NO! I can’t 
give my scales 

 I am the 
most  

beautiful fish 
in the sea 

 
You will be 

happy 

 

I’m sad 

 

Please, I just 
want one  
little scale 

 

I am Beautiful, 
why doesn’t  
nobody like 

me 

Copy on blue paper for colored bubbles 



Print, cut and laminate-use these as story telling props on a large felt board, magnet board or pocket 

charts– Images can be scaled down to make individual child story boards. 

Please be advised that these  are my own clipart images and I am 
therefore not violating any copyright laws 
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Rainbow Fish 
Oral Comprehension 

Questions 

Why did the other fish call 

Rainbow Fish by this name? 

How did Rainbow Fish feel 

when the little blue fish 

asked him for a scale? 

Which fish asked Rainbow 

Fish for a shiny scale? 
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Where did the Rainbow 

Fish live? 

Who was the most  

beautiful fish in the sea? 

Why? 

What did the little blue fish 

want? 

What happened when the 

little blue fish asked  

Rainbow Fish for a scale? 
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How did the little blue fish 

feel after he asked  

Rainbow Fish for a scale? 

Why? 

How did Rainbow Fish feel 

when the other fish were 

not talking to him? 

Who did Rainbow fish first 

talk to about his feelings? 

What did the star fish tell 

Rainbow Fish? 
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Who did Rainbow Fish 

speak to after he spoke 

to the star fish? 

What did the octopus tell 

Rainbow Fish? 

What did Rainbow Fish’s 

scales look like? 

What did Rainbow Fish 

give the other fish? 
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A Good Friend is someone that... 

By:_________________________________________________
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Color the Rainbow Fish 

By:__________________________________ 
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Draw the Rainbow Fish 



My Ocean Scene 

By:_________________________________________________
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My favorite sea animal is... 

By:_________________________________________________
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My favourite sea animal is... 

By:_________________________________________________
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If I lived in the ocean I would…. 

By:_________________________________________________
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Qualities that make a good friend 

By:_________________________________________________
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If I was a fish I…. 

By:_________________________________________________
Copyright© Marcelle Mariani, 2015 
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These strips were designed to work with a 
pocket chart, magnet board or felt board to 
sequence and  
re-tell the story. 
 
Cut and laminate the strips. 
Use these strips: 
 
1. On a pocket chart– as a group listening 

lesson to tell the story 
2. In a literacy center for children to  
 re-tell the story on a felt board or  
 magnet board 
1. On a story telling bulletin board display 
 
 
I used to use these in all the above ways and 
kids loved  trying to piece the story together.  
What I did was tape together into a long strip 
the correct order of the story and students 
would self check their work.  Younger  
children would look and sequence according 
to the order I displayed. 
 
 

 

 

 NO! 

Come 
play 

with us 

 

Please 
give me 1 

scale 

 NO! 

Rainbow fish hurt my 
feelings 
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6 
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These strips were designed to work with a 
pocket chart, magnet board or felt board to 
sequence and  
re-tell the story. 
 
Cut and laminate the strips. 
Use these strips: 
 
1. On a pocket chart– as a group listening 

lesson to tell the story 
2. In a literacy center for children to  
 re-tell the story on a felt board or  
 magnet board 
1. On a story telling bulletin board display 
 
 
I used to use these in all the above ways and 
kids loved  trying to piece the story together.  
What I did was tape together into a long strip 
the correct order of the story and students 
would self check their work.  Younger  
children would look and sequence according 
to the order I displayed. 
 
 

Go see the 
wise Octopus  

No one 
likes me! 

 
Give each fish 

one scale.  I can’t! 

 ok  
Please give  
me 1 scale 
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 Me 
too! 

These strips were designed to work with a 
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in the entire sea.  His scales were made of many shades of green, blue 
and purple and between them were sparkling silver scales. He was so 
beautiful that other fish in the sea called him “Rainbow Fish”. 
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The other fish would call to him to play with them but Rainbow Fish was 
too proud and did not respond. He would just swim right passed them. 
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One day, a blue little fish followed Rainbow Fish and asked “Please give 
me one of your shiny scales, you have so many”.  Rainbow fish turned and 
said “You want one of my shiny scales? Who do you think you are! Go 
away!” 
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The little blue fish went to tell all his friends what happened.  From that 
day, no one wanted to talk to Rainbow Fish.   
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Rainbow fish was troubled and lonely. One day, he spoke with a star fish.  “I 
am very beautiful! Why doesn’t anybody like me?”. The starfish told  
rainbow fish to go visit the wise octopus who lives in a cave past the coral 
reef.  “Maybe she can help you”, said the starfish. 
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Rainbow fish swam on in search of the wise octopus.  He found the cave 
and the Octopus. The octopus told Rainbow Fish to give one shimmering 
scale to each of the other fish.  “You will no longer be the most beautiful 
fish in the sea, but you will be happy” said the octopus.  “Give my scales?” 
No! I can’t “ Said Rainbow Fish but the octopus already disappeared back 
into the cave. 

NO! I Can’t! 

Give one shimmering 

scale to each of the oth-

er fish.  You will not be 

the most beautiful fish 

anymore but you will be 

 

6 



Rainbow Fish felt something.  He turned and saw the little blue fish again.   
The blue fish again asked Rainbow Fish for one of his shiny scales. This 
time, Rainbow Fish gave into the little fish’s requests and gave him a small 
shimmering scale.  The little blue fish was very happy.  He swam happily in 
the sea with his new shinning scale. Rainbow Fish felt an odd feeling. 
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Not too long afterwards, after seeing the scale that the little blue fish had, other fish came to Rainbow 

Fish asking for a scale too.   
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Rainbow fish shared his scales with the other fish.  He gave each fish one 
scale. 
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Now Rainbow Fish had just ONE scale left but he was very happy because 
he felt at home with the other fish who were now his 
friends. 
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The rainbow fish and fish images are my own 
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